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FOREWORD

If the past two pandemic years were a movie franchise, the 2021-2022 school year would
be titled Pandemic 2: The Rise of the Variants. One can even imagine what the opening
line of the movie trailer would be: “Just when humanity thought the pandemic was over. . .”

Like last school year, it is impossible to talk about our workshops at Camelot Elementary
and Montgomery Elementary without mentioning the continued effect the pandemic, with
its Delta and Omicron variants, wrought on the world, our society, and most notably, our
schools. When Gemini Ink chose emergence as the theme for our workshops and anthol-
ogy this year, none of us anticipated what a bumpy, complicated journey we’d all have out
of isolation and quarantine, but despite the COVID surges, delayed starts, and bad weath-
er days, we got through it! We rebuilt in-person classroom communities, we engaged our
youth in literary experiences, and we thrived despite the challenges.

When speaking of our workshops this year, the impact two years of distance learning had
on our students’ writing and reading skills must also be acknowledged. Recognizing our
students’ need to build a strong foundation in language, our Gemini Ink teaching artists ap-
proached their lesson planning with a back-to-basics approach, which emphasized descrip-
tive word choice, story elements, and voice.

For their workshop at Camelot, teaching artists Erica DeLaRosa and Desiree Kannel root-
ed their curriculum in word play and storytelling while integrating the theme of emergence
through their writing prompts and guest artist’s visit. To build community and students’
ability to self regulate, they incorporated team-building activities and mindfulness into their
workshop routine while engaging their class with folktales, odes, and various story and
poetry prompts. In addition, Erica and Desiree invited photographer, blogger, and teaching
artist Vanessa Velazquez to lead a session on the connection between photography, sto-
rytelling, emergence, and self expression. You can see the self portraits and photos that
came from Vanessa’s visit on the cover and in Camelot’s section of the book.

At Montgomery, teaching artists Sarah Colby and Daniel Ramirez explored the theme of
emergence through the lens of folktales and poetry. Over the course of 16 weeks, students
generated poems about a wide range of topics—from food to winter to their wishes for the
new year—dabbled in writing for puppetry, explored the use of voice through lessons in dia-
logue, and wrote their own folktales. The workshop ended with a bang when teaching artist
Daniel Ramirez, a puppeteer and writer, presented his shadow puppet play, Dofia Nopele-
sa, for students and some Montgomery staff on the last class day. In her guest artist visit,
teaching artist, poet, and visual artist Joyous Windrider Jimenez showed students how to
make collages that explored themes in their writing; these are included in the Montgomery
section of the anthology.



Thank you to our long-time partner North East Independent School District for hosting our
workshops at three campuses and for supporting our mission to teach the craft of writing
to youth, so they can bring their stories to life. We are eternally grateful to Rackspace and
HEB for their continued funding which allows us to create youth authors in San Antonio’s
northeast communities. We couldn’t do this work without your generous support!

Our administrators, teachers, and other school staff at Camelot and Montgomery con-
tinue to be the true heroes of this entire project. The endless difficulties and pressures our
educators have navigated this year cannot be understated, and their continued support
speaks to their commitment to foster their students’ creative spirits. Thank you to Wilma
Payne, Landy Rodriguez, John Merrill, Glendelia Zavala, Destiny Bonds, and Lesvia Pefia
for providing logistical support, assistance with student management, and a space for our
workshops.

Thank you to Erica DeLaRosa, Desiree Kannel, Sarah Colby, and Daniel Ramirez for the
fun, creativity, teamwork, and patience they brought to a school year full of complications.
Thank you for living and breathing Gemini Ink’s mission and values in your classrooms
every single day, but especially on the days it was difficult. This book is a testament to your
hard work. Also, a special shoutout to Desiree and Daniel, who are new additions to the
Gemini Ink teaching artist family!

Thank you to our guest artists Joyous Windrider Jimenez and Vanessa Velazquez for
providing fun, highly creative experiences in visual arts and photography to our students.
Thank you to our amazing Gemini Ink interns Natalie Intihar and Elena Negron for creat-
ing this beautiful book. Natalie compiled, edited, and formatted the manuscript while Elena
designed the anthology with guidance from our publications director Anisa Onofre.

Last but not least, thank you to our students for sharing space with us, for trusting us with
your words, for showing up and writing even when it was hard. And guess what? This book
means you are officially authors! This is a title you can carry with you wherever you go, and
we hope this publication is just the first step in your emergence as writers, for each of you
has a story to tell, and we hope that no matter where life takes you, you will continue to tell
it.

Florinda Flores-Brown
Director of Programs, Gemini Ink
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Food

This year my food will be
large and my friends
family and school

people will be loved.

Ben A.

Dark Lord

| am from space ship,
from my Grandpa.
| am from asteroids green and don't let people talk.

| am from evil planet and full of dragons,

from volcano that spits food out, evil burgers.

| am from Whataburger and McDonalds,

and also Roblox and evil pool table.

| am from Odey.

Even now | am from spaceship,

from those moments | have been evil

and from then | will be evil.

Ben A.




Tobey the Rich Speedrunner
| am from my richest house,

from the richest things.

| am from happy and busy.

| am from my richest house,

from | have the strongest wolf,

He’s fast and has friends that are fast.

| eat anything

and also | play all games.

I’'m from Jake and Pete my friends

and we are always here.

Even here

| am from Minecraft City,

from those moments he loves his modern life
and I'll be the best one.

Chaz H.

Snow

Me in a cold city

white

snow is white

It makes no noise

winter storm or blizzard
snow can get melty by

salt or hot things or the sun.

Chaz H.







Naya the Husky

| am from a cold Alaska forest,

from the soft snow.

| am from Alakay and Ahinthe loves.

| am from frost in a pond and icy cold winters,
from the forest.

| am from Fairbanks, Alaska and squirrels, meat
and also running and playing house.

| am from Mom and Dad,

from Frio getting my brother in trouble.

Even now | am from the Arctic Circle.

Dominic R.

How I Broke My Wrist

It was a Saturday morning on April 17. My Mom took me and my
sister skating. | saw a ramp.

| went down it and my wrist slammed the concrete and my bone
was at a hideous angle—14 degrees—and | wore a splint for 2
months. It was painful. And then the Dr. took my sling off. And
that’s how it happened.

Dominic R.



New Year _
The new year is cold as ice.
The new year is like a huge firework!

The new year is like a parade, party show, and
a big disco ball.

Damian C.

Kevin the Dog

| am from paper bag and glue,

from imagination and dreaming.

| am from loyal and protective.

| am from a dog house and a hospital,
from an apple tree.

The color of it is orange

and it smells like a Hershey'’s.

| am from Whataburger and turkey stuffing
and also catch and fetch.

Damian C.

10



Fred and Ted

Fred went to bed

at home to get some rest. His favorite color is red.
Went to his friend Ted and said

“‘Hey Bro” he asked, “do you got a sled?”

and he said no, then Fred got mad.

Dominique W.

About Me, Daisy
| am from a paper bag,
from math poster and tennies.

| am from short and nice.

| am from home and USA,

from Lily,

Alily is a white flower.

| am from Luby’s and spaghetti,
and also soccer and lakes.

| am from Mom and sister,

and from belief.

Dominique W.




The Big Red

A heart is vulnerable with love

A heart is big and red

A heart is your own

My heart is for a special person

Your heart can have anything it desires.

Emma G. Anything You Like
| can be brown | can be blue
| can be a violet sky
| can be red | can be orange | can be
green or blue | can be purple
or trouble,
| can be anything you like.
The sky is blue and you
are too and the sun is yellow
like | want you.

The color blue is you
but you should be yellow.




Snowman

A snowman has a hat.
That silly fat rat
wears a hat.

Gia’mya W.

I Am From

| am from Texas,

from house and building.
| am from tall and smart.
| am from live now and
from butterfly.

Gia’mya W.
13



Where I’'m From

| am from Mexico,

from tamales and Mexican candy.
| am from funny and smart.

| am from Mexico and Texas,

and a chocolate lab

that has brown eyes.

Isabella V.

My Mom and Me

| love you Mom. You are a good Mom and you make
good food. You are love, Mom. If | have to pick a Mom
it will be you.

Isabella V.

14



Spring

Spring is bright like sunlight.
It blooms like flowers.

It shines just fine.

It's as beautiful as sunset.
Flowers bloom, birds sing.
Spring is colorful!

Kayla B.

Bird

Eager | am to come out of

My terrible capture,

Emerging to see sunlight

Reaching out to feel the sweet breeze.
Getting out of that cage

Every second to move from that cage ready to soar the sky.
Kayla B.
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Delicate Snow

The snow is as quiet as a mouse snooping around.

The snow is cold like an ice cube in the freezer.

The snow is graceful and it blooms like a flower in the sky.
The snow is the sky’s natural flower.

The snow is as delightful as a dessert.

Kimberly G.
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Who My Heart Belongs To

Someone who has

my heart is my mom

because she does so

much for me like she

keeps a roof over my head.

Reasons | love her

She is kind. She is beautiful. She is funny. She has a huge
heart.

She is a very happy person. She loves people.

Kimberly G.
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Ruby the Cat

| am from a park,

from a paper bag and from a dream.

| am from Fort Worth and happy sad smart.
| am from Texas and Washington.

| am from flowers plant,

the animal mineral landscape.

| am from eating food and hamburger,

and also playing with our string.

I’m from Mom and Dad

and from you are pretty.

Even here | am from playing with sister,
from those moments playing with sister
and from it should have been us and you are beautiful to me
can’t you see?

Lanise J.

LLAWMILS €

e G RN |

19



My Everyday Things

The new year is like apple pie

from poppies and ice cream from HEB
and takis on cold days and

hot cocoa also,

TV on Fridays, Saturdays, Sundays.
Writing Club on Tuesdays,

5 days of school

and running as fast as a panther and lion
and you’re gonna hear me

roar all the time.

Lanise J.
20



The Snow Falling
Snow on the grass and on the
houses the gray sky and so
gloomy just laying there.

The snow on the car

on the road no one goes on.
The snow is so much fun.

Liliana M.
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Lily the Fox

| am from Antarctica in a den,

from the smallest den and | got half from my Mom, | got half from my Dad.
| am from the darkest place and | have 10 brothers and 12 sisters
from all over the world and | have imagination so

| think of a lot of things.

| am from a lot of places and | am very unique

and also | am the first child and | came up with movies and cartoons.
I’'m from the wolf family and the dog family.

Even alone | am the bravest one,

from those moments | have been scared

and from the those times | am brave

and each mistake | have learned

| did not want to be there. But | went.

Liliana M.
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Candy Canes Bring Happiness
| got a candy cane that is red

so | took it to my room on my bed

and | was happy that my head

was happy so so happy | said

| am going to have a good day.

Luis O.H.

Snow Can Be Interesting
Snow is so small and silent.

It's like small drops of rain.

It's cold as ice and winter.

It's weightless like a small fly.

It's as beautiful as a butterfly in the sky.

Luis O.H.
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Darkness

Snow is cold. People walk
in the snow.

Covers up all the fields
Covers up sadness.

Hot cocoa is warm and nice.
Snow is pretty and white.

Makayla R.

Echo the Cat
| am from the smelly house,

from the small hole and my favorite waiting spot.

| am from the best smelling dumpster and the coolest groomer.
| am from San Marcos in Texas and the little small bench,

from small plants | love playing in

and jumping in.

| am from spaghetti and meatballs and hot sweet pies,

and also nasty ticks and pretty small toys.

| am from my mommy’s tummy

and from my dad’s kindness.

Even now

| am from a new small home,

from those moments | realized | have the best family

and from never judge a book by its cover.

Makayla R.
24



My Year

My year is going good.
It is like a yellow flower.
When | am happy

| run like a horse.

Michael R.

Emergence
Energetic
Michael
Emerges

Runs and

Grows with
Ethan

Michael R.
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Alex the Puppet Bat

| am from a puppet,

from a necklace and wings.

| am from tall and talkative.

| am from a neighborhood cave,

from Candem street

next to the Riverwalk under a bridge.

| am from pepperoni pizza and chicken,
and also reading and movies.

I’m from Mom and Dad

and from quiet down.

Even alone

| am from creativity,

from those moments | was a puppet
and from that creativity makes me happy.

Prestine T.

Candy Cane
Candy Canes are white
like the snow, like a light
Just as sweet as a treat
As long as a red bed

As hard as a card

As thick as a mint take a hint
As hasty as | taste

One look

One nook

Two lanes

One cane

One stripe

Prestine T. 26




Bunnies

Eager bunnies on the

Meadow chewing on flowers.
Eggs all around,

Running to find them.

Greeting and welcoming
Easter to the newborn bunnies.

Samantha G.

“Being Spider-Man is more of a 1 'QU E
responsibility than just having a b

job. There are kids out there who are

bullied at school whodon't fit in,

ardd Spider-Man ia their go-toguy.”

A New Year

This year has gone by so fast

and we have started a new year.

This year is going to be as exciting as a dolphin
learning a new trick. This new year is going to be
as hot as a spicy wing.

This new year is going to be

running as fast as a cheetah.

Samantha G.
27



The Festival of Hugs and Love
| never knew your heart

skips a beat when

you thought about me.

Sincere S.

Arctic Fox Cold in the Snow

| am from Antarctica

from a cozy den.

| am from cold but just right.

| am from a cold, cold den

but just right but | share a room

with my big sister. | have 10-12 brothers and sisters.
| am from mice | like because they think they can escape me
and also | am good at zig and jump only for foxes.
I’'m from I'm only 8 don’t judge me.

Even here | am from many cartoons,

from those moments for kids

and for me snow is the element of surprise.

Sincere S.
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Smooch the Dog

| am from Mexico,

from my mom and my home.

| am from family and shelter.

| am from fireworks and birthdays,
from new world trees.

| hear birds. | feel hard sticks.

| am from dog food and apples
and also soccer and running.

| am from my grandma

and from love you, Smooch.

Even alone | am from courage,
from those moments | was happy
and from love, love your family
and never hate, just love

you're awesome just the way you are.

Zoey E.

Hearts are Beautiful
Just the way they

are. Hearts pound

fast like they’re trying

to come out of you but

they can’t come out

hearts come in different sizes
and shapes.

Zoey E.
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Snow 11

Snow is silent as a class of working kids
Snow is soft as a feather dropping on
the ground

Snow is fast a flake after flake

Zsofia A.
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The New Year

The New Year is like a bell pepper ringing

in my ear with spice. The New Year is a blue

sky with cold rain. The New Year is a book

with no words. The New Year is a rough slimy
year. The New Year is like a flute that lost its keys
and it has a broken tune.

Zsofia A.
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Where We Are From

We are from a paper bag puppet,

from masks and learning posters.

We are from loud and kind.

We are from the Riverwalk and tall buildings,
from squirrels, mischievous hibernators

that won'’t get off the lawn.

We are from three-cheese pepperoni pizza and flautas
and also the San Antonio Spurs and football.
We are from classroom teachers and Mr. Merrill
and from be kind to others, be good.

Even alone we are from being writers,

those moments when we talk to our friends

and from have a good day

and never judge a book by its cover.

Spring

Single

pond with ducks.

Rain fills the pond.

Itching for a bath, the ducks,
Now all clean,

Go to migrate.

Group Poems
Montgomery Writing Club
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All THINGS Purple!

Purple things!

clothes masks
jackets journals

cars folders

shoes hair ties

hair earrings

purple cabbage water bottles
Ice cream rocks
cake markers

a cupcake pens
pencils backpacks
grapes eggplants
a pencil pack nails

My favorite color is purple!

| actually don’t know why?!

When | was 5 my favorite color was pink but when | turned 7, | started having a
love for purple.

By the time | was 8, | changed my favorite color to purple.

| would LOVE to have purple clothes but my mom usually buys my clothes.
When | grow up | will buy all the clothes that are purple- doesn’t matter the
shade!

Francisca O.
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Some Qualities I Wish I Could Change
Some qualities | would like to change is being shy,
awkward,

and really WEIRD.

| had many opportunities

to make new friends and talk to new people

but | decided not to.

In two years, when | join middle school, I'll have lots of options.
| hope | choose to take them.

Something else | would like to change is...being kinda lazy.
Like lazy, as in, me not wanting to do chores.

| really hate chores!

But | know my parents make me do them for a good reason.
| want to manage my free time and my chore time better.

Francisca O.
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Happiness and Bravery

| am from...

| am from a beautiful Cuba

From a Santiago full of bravery

and from my loud sister and my lovely family.

| am from the cold ice cream and the hot pizza,
and happiness and the good kind of weird.

| am from the warmth and love of home
and all of Cuba’s rocky beaches.

From helping the ones in need of help.
From Winter and Summer.
From shyness, kindness, loveliness,

and helpfulness.

| am from home.
Alyson R.
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Ode to Raven (My Drawing Journal)
Oh Raven,

You have drawings that | will never show anyone.
Keeper of my prized thoughts and creativity.

You are the best guardian.

You are mysterious,

calming,

pretty with pages of color,

helpful and always let me explore.

You never judge me.

When | see you, | smile.

When | hear your pages flip, | cry with laughter.
You smell like pineapple.

You taste like paper.

You feel smooth like a dry erase board.

| wouldn’t survive without you, Raven.

Raven, my best guardian,

You are my precious baby.

Alyson R.
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Where I’'m From
| am from New York

from God

and from Mom and Dad

| am from Pizza and KFC’s hot chicken tenders.

| am from football
and funny things.

| am from New Orleans
and crab legs and bike runs.

From being creative and wearing saggy clothes.
Sean H.
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NYC &8 SA

| am from NYC and SA

from Mom, Grandma, Dad, God, and Aunties
and from cheesy hot cheeto mac-a-roni

| am from eating food at night
and playing on my tablet.

| am from happiness.
| am from braids that run down my back.

| am from dreams of being a teacher
and making kids laugh.

From sweats and long shirts.
| am from Winter
because sometimes it shows.

From Whataburger’s What-a-Chicken sandwich!
Oillieanna S.
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Ode to Mac-N-Cheese

Oh Mac-n-cheese!

You are so creamy

and let’s not forget soooo cheesy.
You are so good- mmmmm

You make my mouth water.

But | can’t eat you everyday
Because | need other foods

To keep my digestion

On the straight

Path.

And | did not forget...

the second creamiest

of the dreamiest

and dare | say, squishiest...
Strawberry milkshake.

Together, you both go hand-in-hand.
Did | mention?!

You are both sooo good!

To have you both in a day is too good
to be true.

Oh Mac-n-cheesey!

Oh Strawberry!

You 2 couldn’t be more contrary.
Amazing are you 2

my stomach and heart will forever be true.

Oillieanna S.
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From Illinois and San Antonio
| am from lllinois

from San Antonio

and from my mom.

| am from flautas
and from my Grandma and all the times with her.

| am from Math
and everything to do with Math.

| am from Texas and lllinois
and my mom is from Texas; Dad from lllinois.

From helpfulness
and helping people.

Esperanza C.

When I Grow Up

When | grow up | want to be a surgeon. | want to help people that need it the
most.
Helping people in need makes me feel better.

Esperanza C.
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The 210 and The 512

| am from Austin and San Antonio
from Texas

and from my family.

I am from Chick-fil-A and McDonald'’s ice cream
from eating it at any and all the time.

| am from playing Fortnite
... Itis so easy.

I am from Michigan and San Antonio.
From taking everything seriously.
From wanting to be an NFL player.

| am from Summer, sun, & swimming.
Zeckariah C.




Ode to TyTy

Oh Friends,

y’all mean a lot to me.

| love y’all

but TyTy’s been there

since we were babies.

TyTy’s kind,

talented,

helpful,

and confident.

We sometimes argue

and you can be moody too

but that’'s why you’re my homeboy.

When | see you we always do our handshake.
When | hear you, | can pull you out of the crowd by your laugh.
You get good grades and | admire that in you.
We are like

pepperoni on pizza,

like bean and cheese,

like the two pickles on the Chick-fil-A Original sandwich...
I'll be there for you

like you've been there for me.

Zeckariah C.
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Where I’m From

| am from Texas

from a hot place

and from my Mom and Dad.

| am from KFC’s
spicy fried, crispy chicken,
the kind you can hear the CRUNCH!

| am from Legend of Zelda.

From dreams of singing
while wearing black.
Maybe like Johnny Cash...
but myself.

Brennan M.
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Black

Black

Dark

Sad

Black like my heart.
Black like my hair.
Black like my clothes.
Black like my shoes.

Treasure M.
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It’s Me

| am from San Antonio
From Texas
and from mom-dad-brother-kamil-mrs.pace-D.

| am from Chick-fil-A and
from McDonald’s Saweetie Meal.

| am from drawing
and liking the way my pictures come out.

| am from a San Antonio Mother and
a Corpus Christi Dad.

| am from baby blue jeans, Nikes, and white crop tops.
From dreaming of becoming a rich and successful woman.

I’m from the Fall, my favorite season!
From Scorpio birthday time!

Treasure M.
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Where I’'m From

| am from San Antonio and Mom
from Vietnam, Asia, and family
and from CoCo and Buba.

| am from BBQ, ramen noodles, and seaweed with soup.
From eating when | am hungry

at restaurants

and play too much!

| am from penguins, snakes, and turtles
and feel about my hobby like a special friend.

| am from a Viethamese Grandma, Grandpa, and Mom and
Dad.
And CATS!

William N.
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EGG!

We were playing a game on Google. We were supposed to be working, but that
was not the problem. It was the EGG! | was in the 2nd grade and | was so hun-
gry! | put an egg in the microwave and put the timer on for 3 minutes. After 1
minute and 30 seconds the egg exploded!

That was my mistake.

William N.
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My EPIC History

| am from EIl Paso, Texas—the biggest state!

And from Mom, Dad, and my 2 brothers and my dog.
| am from cheesy, pepperoni pizza!

| am from Fortnite,

and | like to play it every day!

Last time, | dropped a 30 bomb!

| am from my parents. Both of them are from El Paso.

From being an excellent player ...l love Fortnite!

I’m from my dream job of working at Epic Games.
From wearing saggy clothes.

| am from Winter because | like the snow and ice.
Nicolas M.
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T is for Takis and everyThing Else
| am from San Antonio, Texas

and from my Dads, my Grandma, my Mom, my dog, my aunt, Treasure and all of
my 7 cousins.

| am from Takis—the blue kind which tastes like “blue fire” and the fuegos!
| am from eating Takis at my Tia’s house, while watching TV.

I’'m from playing video games like SkyRim
and football-I like to tackle, especially my cousin.

| am from Castroville, TX
and somewhere else near S.A.

From being creative...l like drawing Pokémon game cards. And one time, | made
a Zombie Gangar.

From wearing jeans, a black shirt, a black & red flannel and a black cowboy hat
with cowboy boots.

From Summer! It's my favorite season! | like going to a summer camp program.

Gionny A.
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A Nguyen is Who I Am

| am from San Antonio and Vietnam,

from the tallest building to the smallest one in town,
and from a roaring, courageous Texas.

From the Nguyen family and furry pet.

| am from yummy noodle soup, rice, and more soup.
And eating it when it is noon.

| am from playing outside with my BFFs and feeling happiness slipping from my
heart.

| am from my parents’ country and culture of Vietham and my brother and | were
born in San Antonio.

From my hyper personality

and my love for my family.

I’'m from the 4th grade and | want to become a 2nd grade teacher.
From Summer and Spring and their soft colors.
From feeling the love of my family and knowing how much | love them.

Mylinh N.
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When I Grow Up...

When | grow up | want to be a 2nd grade teacher. | want my students to grow

up and be good citizens. | will help them to get knowledge. And help the ones
that want to be teachers too. | will try to make activities fun for them so they can
have fun and learn skills at the same time. | want my students to be smart. | will
try hard to make my students A and B students. | will love my students!!!! | will be
caring for my students!!! | will be the best 2nd grade teacher for my students!!!

Mylinh N.
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Ode to Noodles
Oh, Noodles!

You are so creamy!

| guzzle you up.

You make my stomach warm and cozy.

When | see you, my mouth waters.
When | hear you, | cry with hunger.
You smell yummy!

You taste fantastic!

You feel smooth and silky.

Sip,

Slurp

SING like Ariana Grande.

| can swim in a bowl of you.

Oh Noodles!

You are the Picasso and

| am

the paint brush.

Before | eat you,

| can’t forget to pair you

with a chocolate milkshake.

Jakob A.
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I Am From
| am from San Antonio, Texas
and from my mom, my dogs, and my siblings.

| am from a #1 from Chick-fil-A with a sweet tea, large fries, and polynesian
sauce. Or a 10 piece chicken nuggies with a coke.
| love to eat my food during movies and regular times.

| am from Fortnite, Roblox, watching Harry Potter, and drawing...that’'s how |
spend my free time.
It's satisfying and helps me calm down. | play on the weekend after dinner.

| am from Aurora, lllinois, where my mom is from.

I’m from my love of Anime and drawing, also playing video games!

And watching Netflix, Disney + and Crunchyroll.

I’m from my dream of becoming a very successful YouTuber.

| am from wearing pj’'s, Naruto and MHA Anime shirts, ripped jeans, Converse
and Vans and Jordans.

From my favorite seasons of Winter and Summer.

Jakob A.
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“K” Is for Kamil

| am from San Antonio, Texas

| am from Downtown Houston

from Texas

and from Mom, Step-Dad, Dad, MeMe, and Treasure.

| am from Auntie’s Killer Gumbo
at my grandma'’s house.

| am from competitive cheer and ballet
and from feeling free and creative.

| am from Nigeria
and St. Louis.

From being a Science Geek
who’s very lovable.

From dreams of becoming a business woman and an influencer.
| am from baggy jeans and Adidas.

From Winter because it's my birthday month and
| am a Capricorn.

Kamil M.
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Black Can Mean So Many Things
dark

pretty

the color

of my hair

what people call me.

below are the people who hate
Black
above me are people who appreciate Black.

Black has been through so many things,
the history behind it means so much
to me and my family.

Kamil M.
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Purple!

Purple!

It's my favorite!

So pretty

Purple candy...and the stuff inside!

Purple clothes

Purple paper

Purple presents!

| love it!

And there are a lot of purple things in the world.

Izabella B.
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From Kindness and Curly Hair
| am from America, Alaska, and from Texas...the Freedom City.

| am from pizza.
| am from a class pizza party.
| am from Parkour and being with my BFFs and feeling very happy.

| am from my mom who is from El Paso and my Dad who is also from El Paso.
From being kind and with curly hair.

I’m from my dream of becoming a teacher.
| am from baggy clothes.
From my favorite season of Summer because it is hot.

Izabella B.
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Teaching Artists Bios

Montgomery Elementary School

Sarah Colby was born in northern New Mexico and raised in the Rocky Mountains. She is
married to a retired Army Chaplain and is mother to a son in the Navy. Sarah has an MFA in
Creative Writing from Sierra Nevada College and an exuberant interest in making the ordinary
luminous. Her war-time experiences have motivated her to be a voice for the mostly untold sto-
ries of families and loved ones during these years of protracted conflict. She is currently work-
ing on a manuscript of poems about her experiences as a military family member.

Daniel Ramirez has always been fascinated by the past and how it shapes our lives today.
The topics he explores and writes about tend toward examining those connections across

time and space. He is especially interested in how our family and collective ancestries live on
within us. And, of course, he is eternally inspired by the natural world. Daniel is an educator as
well. He has spent many seasons working with youth in the outdoors (in Montana, Washington
state, and the Texas Hill Country) and five years in public Montessori classrooms. He has a BA
from Washington University in St. Louis and an MA in History from Georgetown University. He
is from San Antonio, Texas.

Camelot Elementary School

Erica R. DeLaRosa is a Co-Founder of the performance troupe, MAHINA MOVEMENT.

For 12 years, with MAHINA MOVEMENT, she facilitated poetry workshops, produced, and
performed on over 300+stages throughout the U.S. and Internationally. In 2013, DeLaRosa
moved back to her beloved San Antonio, Texas where she invests in her community & contrib-
utes her talents as a Teaching Artist to several community organizations in San Antonio & New
York City. Erica is the Founder of & a Producing Partner w/ CEIBA Arts Cooperative. CEIBA

is a holistic arts community that focuses on utilizing the arts & well-being education for all
communities to promote engagement and sustainability. She serves on the board of San Anto
Cultural Arts and is a performer with Poetic People Power in NYC.

Desiree Kannel is the founder and creator of the Rose Writers Workshops (named after her
daughter, Sarah Rose). She is an AWA Affiliate and certified to lead workshops in the AWA
method as described in Writing Alone & With Others by Pat Schneider, Oxford University
Press. She earned her MFA in Creative Writing from Antioch University and has also studied
writing at Cerritos College, California State University Dominquez Hills, and through the Go-
tham Writers’ Workshop. She holds a teaching credential from Cal State Long Beach.
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San Antonio's Writing Arts Center

Gemini Ink’s mission is to teach the craft of writing to
people of all skill levels so they can bring their stories to life.

We envision a world where all people experience the power of the writing arts. We believe
writing that story is powerful. When people learn the four pillars of writing (Form, Ambition,
Language, Polish), they learn the power of the craft of writing. When they learn the power
of the craft of writing, they bring their stories to life. Our strategic vision is to teach 12,000
people how to bring their stories to life by 2024.

Gemini Ink’s programs serve children, youth and adults across San Antonio. We serve an

estimated 4500 participants annually: 83% take our programs free of charge, and 67% of

those served are people of color. With 25% of households in the city under Federal pover-
ty and a population 63% Latino and 8% African American, our outreach into all corners of

the city is especially significant. For 27 years, we've increased access to the writing arts,

grown literacy, and built joy in and engagement with reading and writing.



Poems & Art by 3rd-5th grade students at
Montgomery and Camelot Elementary Schools
in San Antonio, Texas
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