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Coach Abby

Not Portland
Heat wave. Sun beams. Sweet sweat. 
A kaleidoscope of colors. 
The desert willow and the sweet smell of its flowers. 
Then everything goes dark—
Pinks, greens and purples turn to blacks and blues. 
Comfort turns into fear.
E. Jones St. and sleeping on the River Walk.
Riding bikes around town with nowhere to go. 
This is the last time you will ever make me feel this way. 
Never alone, never again. 
The desert willow is me, born again. 
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Teaching Artist Bios

Christen Barrón is an essayist, digital content creator, and writing 
instructor. Originally from Savannah, Georgia, she holds an M.F.A. in 
Writing and a B.F.A. in Dramatic Writing from Savannah College of Art 
and Design (SCAD). She currently teaches first-year writing and creative 
writing at Texas A&M University- San Antonio. Christen’s writing has 
appeared in YARN Literary Review, Black Fox Literary Magazine, Docu-
ment, and The Journal of Writing Assessment.

Aminah Decé is a Teaching Artist from Mississippi. She was trained at 
the World Combat Academy, Institute of Martial Science, and maintains 
degrees in The Humanities, Fine Arts, and Art History/Criticism from 
UTSA. She began her artistic journey as a slam poet in Killeen, Texas. 
Through her art, Aminah discredits concepts of race and supremacy and 
empowers the public through art education.

About Rise Inspire Academy

This innovative program, developed by Rise Recovery and Inspire Acad-
emies, is designed to provide a high-quality education and recovery-ori-
ented student life for high school-aged youth seeking sobriety from 
drugs and alcohol. 

For more information, visit www.inspireacademies.com.
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1111 Navarr o St
San Antonio, Texas 78205
210.734.9673
geminii nk.org

Poems from students at Rise Inspire Academy

In partnership with Gemini Ink 
San Antonio’s Writing Arts Center

Gemini Ink’s mission is to teach the craft  of writing to people of 
all skill levels so they can bring their stories to life. We envision a 
world where all people experience the power of the writing arts. We 
provide creative writing workshops led by published writers at our 
offi  ces and in diverse community settings. We also host free public 
readings by nationally and internationally recognized authors, open-
mic nights, and a mentorship program. We believe in the power of 
the written word to transform lives and are dedicated to nurturing 
the imagination, building language skills and encouraging a strong 
sense of human connectedness in people of all ages.


